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Moncks of Mayfair has 
opened its doors on 
London’s Dover Street 
promising fine dining and 
a trendy bar for drinks 
after dark. The brasserie 
is named after the 
17th-century local 
maverick and treasure 
hunter who once owned 
the land. It is no poky pit stop, feeding up to 92 at peak hours. Meet  
for breakfast or brunch to try Truffled Benedict and The Full Vegan or  
catch up over fresh fish, rich lamb or a classic Caesar salad inspired  
by the cosmopolitan capital. See the menu at moncksbrasserie.com. 

Fly up, up and away at Bristol International Balloon Fiesta. From 
Thursday until Sunday, Ashton Court Estate will play host to 
hundreds of hot air balloons of all shapes and sizes, so see them  
in action or buy a ticket and climb aboard for a ride above the  
city. Keep an eye out for floating pirate ships, cars and castles, 
teardrops, dogs and more. Stay for the day to enjoy the fairground 
and return after hours to see nightglow, an illuminations show and  
a firework finale. See bristolballoonfiesta.co.uk. 

Take a trip to toy land, read a riveting romance and meet the Missing Link

Playmobil: The Movie
Transported into a magical 
world, Marla joins a band 
of skilled toys to rescue 
her little brother and find  
a way back to reality. Can 
she reach Charlie and 
lead him home? The 
animated film with Daniel 
Radcliffe is out on Friday. 

Missing Link
Mr Link is man and beast, 
a bridge between species 
and the last of his kind. 
He recruits a fearless 
adventurer and embarks 
on a journey to find his 
long-lost family. With Hugh 
Jackman, it is out on 
Blu-ray and DVD tomorrow. 

The Moments
How long would you wait 
for true love? This tale by 
Natalie Winter follows the 
lives of two people, their 
romance, their triumphs 
and their tragedies.  
The Moments is out on 
Thursday for £14.99. See 
Bookshop on page 77.

Courageous boys, girls and adults  
are invited to a sleepover with  

sharks at Plymouth’s National Marine 
Aquarium. The sleepovers, on August 
16, October 25 and December 30, let 

people get up close and personal 
with these predators of the deep 

while learning how to keep the 
oceans safe. Enjoy marine-themed 

activities, a twilight tour and  
a big-screen film at the Eddystone 

Reef tank. Tickets cost £40 for 
adults and £30  

for children.  
See national-

aquarium.co.uk. 

Will we ever tire of Blood Brothers? There’s another 
chance to see Bill Kenwright’s smash-hit musical at  
a theatre near you. Stage legend Lyn Paul reprises her 
role as Mrs Johnstone, a mother with a terrible secret. 
Her twin boys were separated at birth and are reunited 
as adults – with shattering consequences. The musical 
plays at Cork Opera House from Tuesday until August 
17, followed by a UK tour that finishes in Dartford on 
November 23. See bloodbrothersmusical.com. 


